i o                  The A bode of Snow,

we can understand their relations to the table-land
behind them, and their terrific fall to the low-lying land
in front.

But there is no snow on the Sdhyadri mountains, so
we must hurry on past Nasik, where there is a holy city
scarcely less sacred than Benares in the estimation of
the Hindus ; so holy is it that the mere mention of the
river on which it stands is supposed to procure the for-
giveness of sins \ and the banks of this river are covered
by as picturesque ghauts and temples as those of the
Gangetic city. No traveller should omit stopping at
Ndndgaum, in order to pay a visit to the immense
series of carved hills, of rock-temples and sculptured
caves, which make Ellora by far the most wonderful
and instructive place in India. If we have to diverge
from the railway line again into the upper Tdpti valley,
we shall find that the basins of rich and once cultivated
soil are covered by dense jungle of grass and bamboo,
full of tiger, bear, bison, sambar and spotted deer, and
inhabited, here and there, by Kurkies and other abo-
riginal tribes, but having a deadly climate during great
part of the year. Approaching Khandwa, on the rail-
way, we see the ancient and famous fort of Asirghar in
the distance rising 850 feet above the plain, and 2300
feet above the sea; and Khandwa itself, which has been
built with the stones from an old Jain town, is important
now as a place where the whole traffic of Central India
to Bombay meets, and as one terminus of a branch Hne
of rail which takes into a great native state of India, and
the capital of the famous Holkar.

Here we enter into the Narbada valley, and are soon
between two notable ranges of mountains, the Sdtpiira
and the Vindhya. Ten years ago the Central Provinces
were described as " for the most part a terrti incognita;"
and, though now well known, the highlands of Central
India present abundance of the Densest jungle, full of